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Fig. 3. Division of the Luri ethnic area of Iran into language areas.

c� 2002 Erik John Anonby. Based on information given in Fattah (2000), Anonby (2002), Amanollahi
(1991) and University of Texas at Arlington (1981).

Notes:
1) Although Laki speakers do not comprise part of the Luri language cluster, they are ethnically Luri
and are shown on the same map for interest’s sake.
2) Part of the population in Kermānshāhān and Ilām Provinces claims Luri ethnicity, but it seems that
at least some of these individuals speak Southern Kurdish. The same is likely true across the Iraqi
border from this area. This is a topic which deserves further investigation (see note 8); consequently, I
have not delineated linguistic affiliation of this area on the map.
3) A small part of the southwestern section of the Southern Luri language area is shared with speakers
of Qashqā’i (Turkic).
4) There are small enclaves of Luri speakers who have been forcibly settled in many of the provinces
of western and central Iran in addition to the larger areas shown.
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Appendix One: List of Luri languages and major component dialects
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Appendix Two: Wordlists

These wordlists are taken from an unpublished manuscript: E. J. Anonby, ‘Iranian Wordlists’
(2001). Similarity with Farsi and Laki varieties is given for the sake of comparison, since
I refer to these varieties in this article. The Luristāni-Rural wordlist is not from my own
research, but is based on the glossary found in S. Amanollahi and W. Thackston, Tales from
Luristan (Boston, 1986).

As is standard in current language data gathering, IPA (the International Phonetic
Alphabet) is used for transcription of all lists. Since there are more than one hundred
symbols which make up this alphabet, I will not provide a key here. Instead, I will refer the
reader to the diagram in P. Ladefoged and I. Maddieson’s book, The Sounds of the World’s
Languages (Oxford, 1996), p. 426.

I have chosen to provide phonetic, rather than phonemic, transcriptions (including that of
the formal Shirazi dialect of Farsi). This is because insufficient work has been conducted in
most of the varieties in question; several researchers who have attempted a phonemicization
of data in the Luri languages without conducting sufficient phonological research have
provided an inaccurate picture of the sound systems they describe (especially as pertains
to vowel system processes and inventories), and I do not wish to repeat the same mistake
here. If readers desire to learn more about the phonemic inventory of certain varieties
and their phonetic correlates, they may consult the references provided in the endnotes.
Another reason I have limited myself to phonetic transcriptions is that phonetic innovations
in language communities may provide indicators of genetic structure among the languages
in question.

In my following wordlist the abbreviation ‘n/a’ indicates that no data was available
for a given item. An asterisk indicates information which I believe to be incorrect after
having confirmed lists with other speakers in the same area. Phonetic stress is word-final
unless otherwise indicated. Statistics for lexical similarity were generated using a computer
programme: J. Wimbish, WORDSURV (Dallas, 1991).

In my article, ‘Iranian Wordlists’, I have recorded the following additional information
for each wordlist: reliability, speaker’s sex and age, date and location of elicitation, and other
comments on the wordlists. The lists are also available on disk in WORDSURV format,
along with decisions regarding the proposed cognate sets, should other researchers wish
to compare these wordlists with data which they have themselves collected. Access to this
information is available from the author at: <anonby@kastanet.org.>
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